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Working in partnership with your child’s school    
 

Working with your child’s school is so important. The school will want to help 
you to help your child. If you are concerned about your child’s progress, please 

speak to the class teacher and/or SENDCo. 
 

1. Meet your child's teacher.  
 As soon as the school year starts, find a way to meet your 

child's teacher.  

 Ask your child’s teacher who else can help you and your child or 

visit the school website.  

 

 
 

2.  Attend parent meetings; let your child's teacher know if you 

have any worries.  

 Write parent meeting dates onto your calendar as soon as you 

get them. 

 You can bring a friend to support you if you are anxious or have 

to attend on your own.  

 You can also ask to meet with your child's teacher at any time 

during the year. If you have a concern and can't meet face-to-

face, send the teacher a short note or set up a time to talk on 

the phone.  
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3.  Do ask questions.  

 If something concerns you about your child's learning or 

behaviour, discuss your worries with the class teacher.  

 

 
 

4. Encourage your child to recognise the importance of 

homework.  

 

 Let your child know that you think education is important and 

that homework needs to be done each day.  

 You can help your child with homework by finding them a quiet, 

comfortable place to work in, setting a regular time for 

homework, and removing distractions such as the t.v. and mobile 

phones during homework time.  

 

 
 

5. Find homework help for your child if needed.  

 

 If it is difficult for you to help your child with homework or 

projects, see if you can find someone else who can help. Speak to 

the school to see if they can help you.  

 Ask your child’s school if they offer a homework club. Or, see if 

an older pupil, family member or friend can help. Ask the school 

for resources to support if needed. 
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Supporting your child's learning at home         
                  

1. Be positive about your child’s learning.  

 This can help your child to develop a positive attitude toward 

school. It will also build their confidence as a learner.  
 

 
 

 

2. Talk with your child.  

 Make time to talk with and listen to your child every day. 

 Talking and listening are so important and will support your 

child’s learning.  

 It's also important for you to show your child that you're 

interested in what he or she has to say.  
 

 
 

 

3. Be aware of your child's TV, computer game and internet use. 

 Encourage your child to have set ‘technology time’ daily e.g. the 

first hour that they are home from school is their ‘technology 

time’.  

 



5 

 

4. Encourage your child to read.  

 Helping your child to become a reader is one of the most 

important things you can do to help your child to succeed in 

school.  

 Reading helps children in all school subjects.  

 Encourage your child to use the library and visit bookshops.  

 

 
 

5. Encourage independence in your child.  

 Taking responsibility and working independently are important 

qualities for school success.  

 You can help your child by making it clear to your child that they 

have to take responsibility for what they do, both at home and 

at school. 

 Help your child to prepare for each school day, making sure that 

they have all of the equipment they need. 

 
 

 

6. Have fun! Enjoy the time you spend with your child.  
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Take a moment to celebrate your child: 

 

 

Write down five amazing things about your child: 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 
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A brief overview of phonological awareness 
 

For children to read and write, they must have an awareness of the sounds in language 

and an ability to manipulate these sounds. This is called phonological awareness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Before children come to school we can help them by: 

 

 chatting with them  

 teaching them new words 

 

 singing nursery rhymes  

 singing other songs and rhymes  

 singing action rhymes with our children (e.g. ‘Row, row, row the  boat) 

 

 playing simple word games like I Spy 

 

Sometimes children need to carry on playing language/sound games after they have 

started school. Ideally, these games should not include your child reading and writing. 

 

Phonological awareness is achieved when we can: 

 

Break language down into sentences 

e.g. We had a lovely picnic on holiday. / We had sandwiches and 

crisps. 

 

Sentences are broken down into words 

e.g we / had /sandwiches /and / crisps 

 

Words can be broken down into syllables 

e.g. sand / wich / es 

 

Syllables can be broken down into onset and rime 
e.g. s / and 

 

Children must to be able to hear the above and must also be able to: 

 hear the initial sound in words 

 recognise and create rhymes  

 

 
 



8 

 

Below are some fun activities to support your child’s phonological awareness 

development at home.  

 

Menu of phonolological awareness activities: 

 
 

  
Play ‘sound bingo’ 

 
Play alphabet games 

 

 
 

I Spy  

 

Make up silly 

sentences using words 

that begin with same 

letter 

 
 

Clap the beats 

(syllables) in words 

 
Count the syllables in 

names 

 

 
Sort objects according 

to how many syllables 

their name has 

     
 

Cut word strips into 

syllables 

 
Read poems and 

rhymes to your child 

 
 

Play the ‘feely bag’ 

rhyming game 

 
 

Play rhyming pairs 

 

 
 

 

Dance and clap to 

raps and  pop songs 

* If you come across any other fab ideas, please share them with us, new ideas are always welcome. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4TVTqJKS&id=BC17DBCB339108EA3E5D07F5EEEE1A66994999F7&thid=OIP.4TVTqJKSid2EqmLr7gwn7ADyEC&q=images+alphabet&simid=608001456223618104&selectedIndex=90&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=CALZerQK&id=20680EB87B4759631361D7A9788A3D1A75BDA4A9&thid=OIP.CALZerQKXae57ywJRS-KAACvBj&q=images+ispy&simid=608037834583441410&selectedIndex=193&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=tZtBS3sz&id=764BB01DE05129A3BA5718CE6E2535BA1D2ACFD1&thid=OIP.tZtBS3szsgwK98n-PWlTewEsDI&q=clapping+imges&simid=608010918011733338&selectedIndex=114&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=9Lb6Wp2/&id=5F818B5D47C0F8BCCAC9956CA83BA6A04DC230EC&thid=OIP.9Lb6Wp2_GtjY5tvaCDtx7QEsD7&q=Good+Baby+Names&simid=607992264984694154&selectedIndex=144&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=uXSaATJs&id=0B3166F8C8834817DEB82BD5EE90BF96DD88CB65&thid=OIP.uXSaATJsEOhSA0YTW-wGXgDFEs&q=counting+syllables&simid=608055551325372989&selectedIndex=58&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=hZUQ1nTp&id=A5581C0E9524CDAE53864C4D979AFB396DE1C52E&thid=OIP.hZUQ1nTpeZLiSAJ-ONMU5QDSEs&q=childrens+scissors&simid=608050491850752245&selectedIndex=44&adlt=strict
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolting_Rhymes
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4V0oYehw&id=F91DDD13B34DF49E60128F76FCE8C543BF085741&thid=OIP.4V0oYehwq-T3UWE4rnSTIQDYEh&q=feely+bag&simid=608003839928434941&selectedIndex=29&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Oh19DUjD&id=6789AB244D7A61972E95311F425CAEB4018B191A&thid=OIP.Oh19DUjDrUOmMZeV0uK_lQDmEs&q=rhyming+words&simid=608051501163809976&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict
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The menu explained… 

Sound Bingo 

          
 

Alphabet games 

 
 For each letter of the alphabet think of: 

o An animal 

o A name 

o A food 

o Any other group you can think of and your child would think is fun 

o  

 

 

 

 

 

I Spy 

You think of something you can see beginning with a letter of your choice and say ‘I spy with 

my little eye something beginning with?’ Your child then has to guess what you are thinking 

of. Once they guess correctly it is their turn. 

 

Silly sentences 

Make up a sentence or tongue twister using words beginning with the same letter. 

Make a list of words beginning with the same letter (provided by your child). Together make 

up a fun story using as many of those words as possible. 

                      

 

 

 
A range of sound bingo games can be found on 

the internet and can be found by searching for 

‘sound bingo’ 
 

apple 

banana 
cake 

doughnut 

egg 

fruit 
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Clap the beats (syllables) in words 

Count the syllables in: 

 Family names 

 Friends names 

 Animal names 

 Dinosaur names 

 

Or  

 

Say words in a robot voice   

When you do it in a robot voice, it makes it 

easier to count the syllables. 

 

Sort objects according to how many syllables your child’s name has 

 

1 2 3 4 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

 
Cut word strips into syllables 

Write words on strips of paper with a picture to show what the word is. Say the word 

together and cut the word into syllables. 

 

Play the ‘feely bag’ rhyming game 

Find 6 pairs of objects from around the house with rhyming names. Put the objects in a bag. 

You pull an object out and then your child feels in the bag to find an object which has a name 

that rhymes with your object. 

Play rhyming pairs 

Make or buy pairs cards of rhyming words 

Dance and clap to rap and pop songs 

 

 

 

com/pu/ter 

 

 
 

Make it fun, fun, fun! 

fun!!!!!! 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=B1eDTdR7&id=7FE4BADC2DDC2130902CDD14090361497D968FA7&thid=OIP.B1eDTdR7w3wnAXwrNEun7QFZC0&q=pencil&simid=608022548815676994&selectedIndex=25&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=7sIQFThQ&id=C2F1D142DA4BED2520BA519DC733024FDA7E6B3D&thid=OIP.7sIQFThQskkznJ1LU73y5gEsDg&q=toy+rhinosorus&simid=608018326843754171&selectedIndex=22&adlt=strict
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Useful weblinks and resources: 

 

This list is by no means exhaustive.  It is easy to find ideas online by searching 

‘phonological awareness activities’ into a search engine.   

 

  

 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/5-favorite-

games-play-words - here you can find some suggestions for fun word games that you can buy 

 
Ideas of games to play: 

 

https://www.superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/172%20Phonological%20Awareness.pdf  

 

http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Phonological%20Awareness%20Infants.pdf  

 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/word-games-

to-play-kids  

 

 

‘I hear with my Little Ear’ 1 and 2 by Liz Baldwin 

Books full of activities to develop phonological 

awareness. Can be bought in book shops and via the 

internet. 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/5-favorite-games-play-words
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/5-favorite-games-play-words
https://www.superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/172%20Phonological%20Awareness.pdf
http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Phonological%20Awareness%20Infants.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/word-games-to-play-kids
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/word-games-to-play-kids

